


The beauty of Fall is upon us -- crisp, cool mornings; 
kaleidescopes of foliage; and, of course, pumpkin spice 
everything.  Along with all the harvest decroations, I’ve 
seen more and more skeletons.  Scarecrows and hay bales 
make sense, but why so many skeletons?  Halloween is 
one of America’s biggest retail holidays, with around 4.2 

billion dollars spent this year, just on decorations.  There’s even online debates on 
whether its more fun to decorate for Halloween than Christmas.   
One of my kids asked me recently, “isn’t Halloween the devil’s holiday?”  Well, 
actually it’s not. The name itself points to a Christian origin.  It comes from an early 
church tradition called “All Hallows Eve,” the night before All Saints (Hallows) Day.  
It’s a day to honor the faithful believers, whom the Bible calls “holy ones,” which 
have entered into eternity. So, yes, death was always a part of this special day & 
night before.  But not in relation to wandering spirits, ghosts, zombies, and 
graveyards; rather in light of Heaven and eternal rewards for faithful service to God.  
Quite a difference!   In fact, most of our modern-day obervance comes from a Celtic 

harvest festival where they sought to appease the dead 
with death-honoring activities (A practice St. Patrick directly 
confronted in the fifth century.) 

For us Protestant Christians, October 31st takes on even 
more significance.  The reformer Martin Luther posted his 
formal protest against the corruptions of Catholicism on 
this day in 1517 igniting the Reformation.  It was as if he 
was saying to the Church, “to truly honor the saints of God 
who had come before us, we should evaluate whether 

we’re truly serving God with the same integrity.” Do our lives reflect the same 
values of those on whose shoulders we stand?  Are we in need of a “reformation”? 
So how should Christians observe Halloween?   
Aren’t these decorations, candy, & costumes just in good fun?   They are (mostly).  
And its encouraging to see families enjoying time together, and even interacting 
with neighbors. At the same time the Bible calls us to “be aware of Satan’s 
schemes” (2 Cor 2:11; 1 Pet. 5:8).   Here’s a few traps the devil uses: 
• Gory movies/images that glorify sin – murder & violence, deception, sensuality 
• The allure of the occult – witchcraft, divination, demon possession 
• Exposing young children to frightening images, desensitizing/normalizing evil 

All of these are strictly forbidden in God’s Word. God knows the invisible spiritual 
reality, and He knows the effect these traps can have on our hearts.  Two extreme 
responses are (a) embrace the darkness or (b) avoid it completely. Neither is 
helpful, so I suggest two things. First, an alternative to these 
extremes: bring light into the darkness. (Like the saints before 
us;  And like our outreach in town on the 31st.) 
Secondly, we need to guard our hearts.  What seems innocent 
and fun can open our hearts or those around us to a world we 
never intended to enter.  (Scan the QR code for a song that has 
helped me to be more careful about what I allow in my heart by the band Ceili Rain 
called, “Junkyard”.)  May this season be marked by heart “reformations” more  
than creepy decorations.   -- Journeying with you, Pastor Kyle 

 
“Reformation Day & All Hallow’s Eve” 
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Discover the Wonder of Creation 

 

 

FOR 
KIDS! 

Starts each week 
 at 10:40 AM 

 

Weekly services are available to watch live on YouTube.  
The link needed each week to view (livestream is not 
public), is sent in the weekly email or can be requested. 

DO YOU RECEIVE OUR WEEKLY EMAILS?  If not, send 
us a note (oMice@manbecks.org) to be added to the 
list.  Email contains important links, event reminders, 
and a weekly message from Pastor Kyle. 

Check out our church website!   Bulletin & 
newsletter downloads; sermon video links; event 
info. and more. Also, manbecks.org/ministry-tools 
has resources to help in serving at Manbecks. 

MINISTRY FOR CHILDREN 

www.manbecks.org 


















