


I’ve been reading Paul’s letter to the church in Corinth.  
(For the next couple weeks, we’re looking at Paul’s 
ministry there, from Acts 18.)  Talk about a church with 
issues!  They’re surrounded by a wicked culture in a 

city known throughout the empire for their gigantic “red light district.”  And 
Paul tells them that the sin they tolterate is even considered offensive to the 
pagans around them!!   Yikes.  Is there any hope for a church like that? 

Of course there is.  Jesus said that “the gates of hell would not prevail” against 
His Church.  Paul warns them about Satan’s attacks and redirects them to be 
grounded in Christ, who brings the victory.  But Paul also points out the real 
source of the problem – spiritual fatherlessness.   

“I am not writing these things to shame you, but to warn you as my beloved 
children. For even if you had ten thousand others to teach you about Christ, you 
have only one spiritual father… that’s why I have sent Timothy…he will remind 
you of how I follow Christ Jesus, just as I teach in all the churches wherever I go.   
(1 Corinthians 4:14-15,17) 

In order for the church in Corinth to thrive and overcome outside 
influences they needed faithful, solid Christians who could 
invest their time in helping younger believers to grow in their 
faith.  The big Bible-word for this is “discipleship.”  It comes 
from Jesus’ command to all followers in Matthew 28:19  

“[Since I have all authority in Heaven and Earth], go and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them…. and teaching these new disciples to obey all 
the commands I have given you.” 

Yes, we have to share the Gospel, to let people know about Jesus.  But we are 
also commanded to help them grow.  Expertise is not required.  No seminary 
degree needed.  Just time and a willing heart.   

Lately it seems like there has been an epidemic of people leaving the church for 
various reasons – “irrelevant to my life,” “ too judgmental,” “people don’t really 
care,” “don’t have time,” “can’t worship a God who allows suffering,” etc. 

What if those who are dissapointed or discouraged with what 
they are missing from church, actually found some people 
committed to helping them experience the treasure of love and 
wisdom in God’s Word?  With the mother/father-like love   
and commitment of spiritual caregivers, newborn believers can 
really thrive!   Paul says to the Corinthians, “let me show you a way of life that is 
best of all --” LOVE God’s way (1 Cor. 12:31).  Please pray about how you can 
lovingly invest in the spiritual growth of another person.  It’s how Jesus uses us 
to change the world!     -- Journeying with you, Pastor Kyle 

 
“Real Love that Changes Lives” 









New Small Group Study
Wednesdays at 7pm – What does it
mean to ”Fear the Lord?” This 8-
week video study with John Bevere.
will help you grow in confidence to
boldly serve God. 

Fellowship Brunch - 2/22
Join us after church on Sunday,
February 22  for a covered dish
brunch.  

nd

MANBECKS YOUTH
NEXT YOUTH GROUP:   T.B.A.
(Watch bulletin or BAND app)

SPECIAL EVENT - “Winter Jam
Concert”, Thurs. 2/28 in Reading.

Praise Night - 2/27
Join us on the “fourth Friday” 
for a night of informal worship,
prayer, and fellowship.   
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

V.B.S. -- June 22-26
Watch weekly bulletin
for planning meeting
this month.  Most
resources  will be
available to download. 

Scan for more info
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