


March is a month of exciting changes!  Warmer 
weather and the color green is on the way.  Mid-month 
we’ll commemorate St. Patrick, and the end of the 
month we’ll celebrate Palm Sunday (and host our 
community Easter Egg Hunt).  A not-as-well-known 

holiday marks the beginning of this month.  March 3rd is the Jewish holiday of 
Purim.  (which Jesus would have celebrated growing up – “The Chosen” actually 
depicted this in Season 3, Ep. 7). In light of current events this feels more 
relevant that ever.   

The backdrop is a Persian King who is persuaded by an enemy of Israel, named 
Haman, to pass a law calling for the genocide of all Jews.   

“Purim” is translated as “cast lots”.  Strange name for a holiday.  
It refers to the method Haman used to determine the day that 
all Jews would be annihilated.  God ultimately reversed it to 
become the day of Haman’s own death -- A reversal that took 
place through the courageous God-directed actions of Esther. 

Interestingly the book of Esther in our Old Testament is only 
one of two books named after women, and the only book in 

the Bible that doesn’t mention God by name.  Yet, God’s hand is seen 
throughout the entire story.   

Esther, a Jewish woman, orphaned at an early age and raised by her cousin, is 
taken to be part of the king’s harem. She hides her true hebrew identity, while 
finding favor with the king because of her beauty.  At a crucial moment, just as 
the decree is made for the death of her people, Esther faces a critical choice.  
Revealing her identity and confronting the king would most certainly lead to her 
own death.  But remaining silent and hidden would lead to the massacre of 
thousands of Jewish people.  Her relative Mordecai, challenges her to consider 
God’s higher purpose for her favored position:  

“And who knows but that you have come to your royal 
position for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14) 

After calling the nation to fast and pray for 3 days, she 
approaches the king.  In an amazing turn of events, the king 
overturns his ruling and executes Haman instead.  The question 
this poses is important – what if Esther had not remained open 
to God’s redeeming purposes for her and stepped out in faith?   

A few centuries later, Israel had not only been preserved, but would bring the 
Messiah, who would redeem all of humanity through His death and 
resurrection!  How might God use you to bring about His redemptive purposes 
in this season of new life?   -- Journeying with you, Pastor Kyle 

 
“For Such a Time as This…” 

to watch Purim 
in “The Chosen” 

SCAN HERE 



 

UPCOMING
EVENTS

28

8
March

March

14
March

20
March

28
March

EC DISTRICT MTG
 – Meet some our EC Leaders!

MARCH    2026
MANBECKS YOUTH
2026 KICK OFF!

4TH  3RD FRIDAY
PRAISE NIGHT

  Egg Hunt Outreach 
& Palm Sunday Brunch

6:30-8pm

April 2 - Maundy Thursday
Family Passover (“Last
Supper”) dinner, 6pm

 
April 3 - Good Friday
Tenebrae Service, 7pm

HOLY WEEK events

KIDS MINISTRY GATHERING
Appreciation Breakfast & Workshop

March
29

from Twin Pines, EC Church Health & Church Planting
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March

LADIES
LUNCHEON




















