


  

 
Have you ever thought about how weird Christianity 
is?!   The largest religion in the world is based on a 
radically strange miracle.  Our founder seemed to 
spend that last several weeks of his life obsessively 

talking about his own death, even pursing a path which guaranteed the most 
brutal form of execution.   THEN, a few days after his followers had buried the 
body, reports started circulating that his tomb was now empty.   The central 
claim of our faith is that our religious leader, who was so tortured that he was 
hardly recognizable, is now alive!   

The whole story almost sounds as unreal as an 
oversized bunny that lays colored eggs.   I can 
understand why the average person would have a hard 
time accepting such a story. From a worldly perspective 
dead people don’t come back to life.  Putting your trust 
in an empty tomb and missing body is not normal.   

YET, why would people worldwide have observed this 
holiday for the past 2000 years, if a resurrection had never happened?  If it 
wasn’t true, wouldn’t we have figured that out by now?     

For 2.64 billion people (1/3 of the entire population), the Risen Savior is not 
only believable, He has undeniably changed their lives.  The Apostle Paul 
explains it this way:   “IF Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still 
in your sins….we are of all people most to be pitied. BUT Christ  has indeed been 
raised from the dead!”  (1 Cor. 15:17-20) 

In essence Paul is saying, if this really is just a fairy tale, then believers are sadly 
trusting in a false hope.  Our sins aren’t forgiven, we will face eternal 
punishment, and we’d still be waiting for a Messiah.  However, verse 20 is one 

of those many glorious “but”s of the Bible.  Not only is 
it true, but Jesus’ resurrection changes everything!!   
No, it’s not normal for a man to rise from the dead – 
it’s extraordinary.  Jesus’ victory over death is the most 
incredible news!  It confirms that God’s promises are 
true, it shows His power over every enemy, and the 
same Spirit that raised Jesus lives in us!    

As believers of this anything-but-normal reality, we ought to live anything-but-
normal lives!  Like Christians in the book of Acts, we should have a reputation 
for courageously living out our faith, radically loving others, forgiving enemies, 
sharing the Truth, worshipping boldly, & having peace through hardships.  Jesus 
is alive; let’s fully live for Him!  -- Journeying with you, Pastor Kyle 
 

“Nothing ‘Normal’ Here…” 



 




















