


  
 

There are a number of good Christian movies that have 
come out recently to commemorate the founding of 
our nation.  Hillsdale College released a documentary 
called “Revolutionary America” looking at the faith of 
our nation’s founding fathers.   Angel studios is 

releasing “Young Washington” on July 3rd.   About a month ago, Sight & Sound 
studios released “The Great Awakening” focusing on the relationship between 
evangelist George Whitefield and Benjamin Franklin.   

The Great Awakening, in our nation’s history, actually started in Oxford, 
England with John and Charles Wesley in 1741.  The Wesleys invited Whitefield 
to join their “holy club.” (Think Bible study on steriods.)  As students at Oxford, 
they would study the Bible together and then hold one another accountable to 
live out what they had studied, asking penetrating questions to help one 
another grow as “iron sharpens iron”.  Through this Whitefield’s life was 
radically transformed.  He developed a deep burden to preach to the lost. This 
led him to travel to America just years before the Revolutionary War.  He was 
known to have developed a friendship with known deist Benjamin Franklin.  His 
powerful preaching reached thousands in Philadelphia and across the colonies. 
He inspired other pastors to preach more boldly and pray more fervently.  At 
this crucial time for our newly forming nation, God was infusing the colonies 
with the conviction of his Holy Spirit and the preaching of His Word.  I’d hate to 
imagine what our nation would be like without their Christian influence.   

There have been similar movements since that First Great Awakening in our 
country.  A prayer revival across the northeast started by a businessman in New 
York City in 1857.  Evangelistic crusades by tent preachers, Charles Finney and 
Billy Sunday in the 1830s eventually led to the ministry of Billy Graham in our 
day.  God has been active in the founding and preserving of our nation since its 
beginning! 

Our beginning as an Evangelical Congregational church actually comes out of 
John Wesley’s “methodism.”  “Methodism” refers to the system or ‘methods” 
Wesley had set up for helping people grow in their faith. This was seen in those 
“holy clubs” at Oxford that led to George Whitefield’s transformation.  300 
years later and this is still that way cultures change.  There is power in small 
groups and accountability. I feel like we experienced this is a small way this past 
week during VBS.  Our 6am Zoom devotional meetings were only attended by a 
few, but those 30-minute gatherings we a great start to the day.  Who is 
sharpening you?  How might our nation be transformed again through the 
conviction fot he Holy Spirit and the powerful Word of God, not just from 
pulpits, but also in the living rooms and fellowship halls across America?  
     -- Journeying with you, Pastor Kyle 
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