


  

It’s soccer season in our household. Our 11th grader 
Nehemiah is playing soccer for New Covenant Christian 
School and they’re off to a good start. For many of our 
households this year, soccer season really started in 
July as the U.S. was hosting the World Cup.  You don’t 
have to be a soccer fan to know the unofficial theme 

song for the U.S. Soccer team, just remotely aware of John Denver’s most 
popular song.  “Take me home, country roads, to the place where I belong…”  
(Even though none of the games were played in “West 
Virginia.”)  In a recent drive through Virginia and W. 
Virginia, I can understand Denver’s longing for the beauty 
of his mountain home.  But, I suspect most World Cup 
attendees weren’t really thinking about mountain roads 
when they were singing that song.  Most were probably 
just excited to join the crowd in a very familiar tune.   

However, there is something about that longing for home 
that we all have.  Getting back to the familiar is comforting.  Sleeping in your 
own bed after a trip; drinking coffee from your own mug and sitting in your own 
backyard.  Or with the start of school, returning to our familiar rhythms can feel 
refreshing.    

We’re also “coming home” to those familiar rhythms as a church this month.  
Most of our regular programs are starting back up –  

• Wednesday night Bible study & prayer gatherings on September 9th.   
• New Sunday School studies for all ages on September 20th.  
• Manbecks Youth Group on September 6th and 27th.  

The real kick-off for this season is our “HOMECOMING 
SUNDAY” Celebration on September 27th.  Come and 
join us and invite your neighbors or friends we haven’t 
seen for a while!   

Of course, as believers, we have an added “homeward bound” focus.  Our 
meetings together serve a ‘higher,’ heavenward, purpose, which makes our 
gatherings even more meaningful.  We reset our sights and readjust our hearts 
for our real home – not reached by country roads, but by the narrow road – 
and we are encouraged and refreshed in a greater way.  That why the Bible 
says “Let’s see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out, 
not avoiding worshiping together as some do but spurring each other on, 
especially as we see the big Day approaching.” (Heb. 11:24-25, the Message).   
Don’t forget to include “church” in your return to the familiar this month.  Your 
soul will thank you.     -- Journeying with you, Pastor Kyle 
 

“Take Me Home….” 












